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A survey of the pentecostal revival of the 20th cen- 
tury soon brings one face to face with the fact that, if 
this had been the work of men, it would have ceased long 
ago. Jesus said: “Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand.” Matt. 12:25. On the surface 
it would appear that the revival is divided. There are 
scores of different organizations to be found within its 
ranks. In some fields the missionaries from various coun- 
tries and different organizations have worked side by 
side. All have enjoyed the same blessing and the same 
phenomenal growth in their churches and all had the 
same peculiar experience, in that they were baptised in 
the Holy Ghost according to Acts 2:4. 

The truth is, the revival is not divided but it is being 
scattered everywhere by the hand of the mighty Baptiser 
with the Holy Ghost and with Fire. The blessing did not 
spread from one earthly center or from the same human 
agency. It comes from the same heavenly source. The 
only one that can claim to be its head and founder is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In a period of 50 years the revival has 
spread to almost every nation under the sun. Millions 
now living enjoy the pentecostal experience according to 
Acts 2:4. The hearts of pentecostals have ever been 
aflame with the love of God, and thus it is the most mis- 
sionary-minded revival that has ever been known in his- 
tory. Since it can be said that every nation has been 
reached, the desire is now to reach every creature. 

From the earliest days of the revival there has al- 
ways been a strong desire among those baptised in the 
Holy Ghost to seek fellowship and unity with others “or 
like precious faith”. Thus families gathered together in 
assemblies. Assemblies began to co-operate with their 
neighbors and formed district fellowships. These fellow- 
ships developed into national fellowships. The missionary 
zeal soon brought about international fellowships. Lead- 
ers in these national and international fellowships felt an 
urge to seek wider voluntary co-operation with similap- 
pentecostal groups or fellowships. In some cases these at- 
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tempts led to the fusion of several smaller groups into 
larger united movements. However, the fear of letting 
the revival deteriorate into another sectarian move- 
ment made many of the old-timers hold aloof from such 
unions. Yet, the desire for fellowship with all those who 
have the pentecostal experience could not be quenched. 

International Conferences were called at different 
times in Europe. Such a conference was held in Amster- 
dam, Holland. Then another in Berlin, Germany. In the 
United States of America similar conferences were held. 
In 1937 the General Council of the Assemblies of God 
invited several leaders from foreign countries to attend 
their meetings at Memphis, Tenn. There it was decided 
to call together a WORLD CONFERENCE in London 
during 1940. Early in 1939 a European International Con- 
ference was held in Stockholm, Sweden. The proposed 
World Conference of 1940 was discussed, but the late 
pastor T. B. Barratt prophesied truly that it will not come 
to pass. Late in 1939 the Second World War spread its 
fury over Europe, and the World Pentecostal Conference 
was forgotten for a while. But the war did not stop the 
revival. On the contrary it seemed to spread and grow 
faster than ever. More Churches were opened and more 
Missionaries were sent out than before. 

During 1946 the Missions Department of the Assem- 
blies of God, Springfield, Mo. sent Gustave Kinderman 
to Europe as Field Secretary to supervise their relief pro- 
gram. He opened an Office in Basel, Switzerland, where 
Leonard Steiner is pastor of the largest pentecostal as- 
sembly in the city. These two brethren worked in close 
co-operation and together they saw the tremendous needs 
of the European field. While other continents have been 
evangelised, Europe was neglected. Now after the war 
there were millions of people on the continent suffering 
both physical and spiritual hunger. After much prayer 
the brethren felt something should be done’ to bring 
about the closest co-operation between as many pente- 
costal movements in the world as possible, in order to 
meet to meet the challenge of this generation. 


THE FIRST WORLD CONFERENCE 


The first plan was to invite certain well-known lead- 
ers from the largest and best known Pentecostal Move- 
ments around the World. Later it was decided that the 


Swiss Pentecostal Mission should act as hosts and that 
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Movements should be invited to send delegates to a Con- 
ference to be held in Zurich during May 1947. Leonard 
Steiner, the secretary of the Swiss Mission organized this 
conference and was its first chairman. Over 100 delegates 
from 20 different countries gathered to seek the mind of 
the Lord. No one had any “‘cut-an-dried-system” or state- 
ment to present to the conference. Everyone seemed fully 
convinced that the Holy Spirit was seeking to bring about 
closer fellowship between the many movements in the 
world. 

The following were the main items chosen from a very 
full agenda, to be the subjects for the Conference to deal 
with: 

1. To strive to find the purpose of God concerning 
the Pentecostal revival at the present time, in the light of 
the grave conditions of the world. 

2. To explore the possibilities of a World Fellowship 
of Pentecostal Movements. 

3. To find the most effective and speedy way of 
helping those countries in Europe that are in immediate 
need of relief. 

4. The establishment of an International Missionary 
Office, and the co-ordination of the world-wide Pente- 
costal Missionary work. 

From the discussions on the above it became very 
clear that there was a great ignorance on the part of 
many about the work, the methods, and the progress of 
others. Soon it was evident that the more we learn to 
know about each other, the better we understand each 
other. The Conference indeed became a wonderful in- 
formation bureau and a center to develop sweet fellow- 
ship. Finally the following was agreed upon: 

1. That the Church in Basel, Switzerland, be re- 
quested to serve the interests of the International Fellow- 
ship, and to employ such help as may be needed for the 
work. 

2. That the Church in Basel be assured that finan- 
cial assistance will be given by the interested and co- 
operating groups. 

3. That correspondence conducted by the Church 
in the interests of the international groups shall be on 
appropriate letterheadings. 

4. That if additional help is required by the Church 
in Basel they acquire such help, and that no Church or 
body of churches send any permanent representative un- 
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less they be asked by the Church to do so. 

5. That in order to present properly to Government 
Authorities the magnitude and the number represented 
by this Fellowship, letterheadings be used by the Basel 
Church in conducting official correspondence on behalf 
of this Conference, or for other Churches or Groups of 
Churches, bearing the name “INTERNATIONAL PENTE- 
COSTAL CHURCHES”, and in small letters underneath 
the words: ‘‘For European Relief and Evangelism.” 

6. That a world-wide Pentecostal Missionary Mag- 
azine be published in the English language, and that Don- 
ald Gee be asked to edit and publish the magazine on his 
own responsibility. 

The Basel Church agreed to accept the task, and so 
Leonard Steiner, the pastor became the head of this of- 
fice, which began to function before the end of 1947. It 
was soon apparent that brethren considered the office 
more than a centre for relief and evangelism in Europe. 
Some expected it to be a permanent information bureau. 
Others thought it to be a centre from which missionary 
efforts in all lands could be co-ordinated. Much was ex- 
pected from the office but the financial support was in- 
sufficient to cope with the tremendous need presented 
to the Church in Basel. 

Donald Gee agreed to become responsible for the 
publication of a quarterly magazine. The first number 
appeared in September 1947 under the title “PENTE- 
COST”. By this time most readers are prepared to admit 
that no other publication ever gave more unbiassed news 
from all the corners of the earth. Everyone that is inter- 
ested in World Fellowship should subscribe to this won- 
derful magazine. It cost only ONE DOLLAR for two 
years (8 issues). 


NATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS 


The Conference felt that it would be extremely dif- 
ficult to maintain world fellowship unless there was fel- 
lowship and co-operation on the national level. However 
it was not possible to do much to encourage such fellow- 
ship, and the matter was left for the delegates to con- 
sider when they returned to their own countries. The 
writer of this story felt greatly burdened about this issue. 
He had five months leave of absence from his duties 
in South Africa, as General Secretary of the Apostolic 
Faith Mission. He decided to devote this to the cause of 
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national and international unity and fellowship. Con- 
ferences in Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark, Britain, 
France, Germany and the United States were visited. 
Everywhere the vision of World Fellowship was wel- 
comed by the pentecostals. In conferences with leaders 
and executives of the largest movements it was clear that 
the Holy Spirit Himself was moving in the hearts of the 
brethren to lead God’s people into spiritual unity and a 
voluntary co-operative fellowship. Then before the vaca- 
tion was over the Lord very definitely called him to de- 
dicate his life and ministry to the cause of the World 
Fellowship and the evangelising of Europe. Instead of 
returning to South Africa he went to Basel, Switzerland, 
also bringing his family hence, and began to co-operate 
with brother Steiner in the International Office. 

When brother Steiner found that he could not cope 
with his duties as pastor of the church, and secretary of 
the Swiss Pentecostal Mission, as well as that of the In- 
ternational Office, he appointed the writer as the secre- 
tary of the Office. Then return visits were paid to Swe- 
den, Germany, Italy, France, Britain, Canada and the 
United States. 

Before the end of 1948 glorious national fellowships 
had been launched in Germany, Britain, and North 
America (U.S.A. and Canada). The formation of similar 
fellowships were soon under way in China, India, Africa, 
Central and South America. These were not arranged 
from the Basel Office or any other office. We can truly 
say it was arranged from heavenly headquarters, where 
He who prayed “that they may be one” is ever interced- 
ing for us at the right hand of the Father. At the same 
time there came and urgent appeal that another World 
Conference should be held soon, in order to consolidate 
the World Fellowship and to bring about a more effec- 
tive co-ordination of missionary efforts everywhere. In 
preparation for this proposed Conference and in seeking 
to encourage the program of European Relief and Evange- 
lism, the Writer came to the United States in August 
1948. In October he met with an almost fatal automobile 
accident while travelling with Paul Walker in West Vir- 
ginia. He was laid up in the Hospital (and home) for five 
months. It was from his bed that the World Pentecostal 
Conference of 1949 in Paris, was organized. 

Further details about the Paris Conference will be 
better understood if we first give some details of the 
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developments of the German, the British and the North 
American Fellowships. It will be_readily understood that 
it is necessary to have a clear understanding with one 
another on the national level where churches and move- 
ments are laboring in close proximity 


GERMANY 


In Germany the brethren gathered in August 1948 
in the Church at Vaihingen, Stuttgart. After much prayer 
and study of the Word, and after the Holy Spirit had 
spoken to the assembly by visions and prophecy, all were 
unanimous in deciding to publish the following, which 
has become Known as: 


THE STUTTGART DECLARATION 


“We, the undersigned representatives of seven Pente- 
costal Missionary Groups in Germany have met in con- 
ference in Stuttgart, in the presence of God, from August 
10th to 13th, 1948, together with representatives of the 
Swiss Pentecostal Mission, the Assemblies of God 
(U.S.A.) and the International Pentecostal Churches. 

“We confessed with sorrow and shame the lack of 
unity among the Pentecostal Movements and we humbled 
ourselves in deep repentance over it. In prayer and medi- 
tating the Word of God, and confirmed through the min- 
istry of spiritual gifts, we were led to acknowledge that 
it is the will of the Lord of His Church that we belong 
together and form a unity, further, that we need one 
another for the completion of our ministry. 

“We declare ourselves ready to sincerely honour one 
another as brethren and servants of the same Lord, and 
in future to respect in our ministry the unity of the Body 
of Christ, especially within our Movement. 

“We recommend to our groups and churches to seek 
in earnest prayer a way of co-operative fellowship which 
is pleasing to God, and we ask Him to show us the form 
of how He wishes us in the future to demonstrate this 
unity before the public. 

“It is our heartfelt desire with longsuffering to fore- 
bear one another in love and to endeavour to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace according to 
Ephesians 4:2-3.” 

The Stuttgart meeting was followed by a very won- 
derful rally in Hamburg. Everywhere there was evidence 
that the pentecostal people in Germany welcomed the 
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challenge of their leaders. It was then decided to call a 
larger and more representative convention for the pur- 
pose of getting still closer to each other and consolidating 
the fellowship. 

This meeting was arranged in Mulheim/Ruhr during 
April 1949. After Scriptural deliberations and much 
prayer. the convention resolved to publish the following 
statement which has become known as: 


THE MULHEIM DECLARATION 


In remembrance of the prayer of our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST (John 17:21) and in obedience -to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit, representatives and ministering brethren 
of the “Gemeinschaftsverband Mulheim-Ruhr” and of 
that “Co-operative Fellowship of Free Pentecostal 
Churches” have met in conference in Mulheim-Ruhr from 
26th - 29th April, 1949. They are publishing the follow- 
ing declaration: 

“The Spirit of Jesus has shown us that in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus through the Holy Spirit we 
have been put together to a unity. We have known that 
it is His Holy Will that this unity among the Penteccstal 
believers in Germany be manifested in a practical way, 
and we therefore have decided to unite in a Fellowship. 

“The name of the Fellowship is ‘Vereinigte Pfingst- 
gemeinden in Deutschland’ (United Pentecostal Churches 
in Germany). 

“The purpose of the Fellowship is: 

(a) To manifest to the world the essential unity of 
spirit baptised Christians, 

(b) To encourage fellowship among Pentecostal be- 
lievers: 

(c) To aim at co-operation in fulfilling the un- 
changeable commission of the Lord Jesus Christ to carry 
the Glad Tidings to all men and peoples; 

(d) To encourage respect and courtesy in the ser- 
vice of the Lord, endeavouring to keep the unity ox the 
Spirit (Eph. 4:3, 13). 

“The foundation of faith on which the Fellowship 
stands, is faith in the Word of God revealed in the entire 
Holy Scriptures, in the salvation accomplished through 
Jesus Christ and given freely upon repentance and faith. 
The fellowship considers its special task is the testimony 
of Full Salvation, in which are also included: the person- 
al experience of the Baptism in the Holy Ghost, Sancti- 
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fication of Life, and Divine Healing. 

“The organs of the Fellowship are: (a) The general 
Conference which assembles at least once a year, and (b) 
The presidium, consisting of eight Brethren, four of which 
belong to the Mulheim Fellowship, and four of which 
to the Co-operative Fellowship. 

“The reception of new churches or groups of church- 
es into the Fellowship takes place upon proposal by the 
presidium and decision of the general Conference. 

“We have further come to an agreement in the fol- 
lowing points: 

(a) Word of God and Spiritual Gifts. We believe in 
the Word as it is contained in the Holy Scriptures. We 
accept with thankful hearts the spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 
12:1-11) from the hand of God and submit them to the 
discipline of the Holy Spirit and to the judgement of the 
Church according to the Scriptures. 

(b) Our assemblies and the Churches. We believe 
in the Church of the Lord which is His body and whose 
members are here and there under the different de- 
mominations and churches. Co-operation with the church- 
es (or separation, from them) depends upon: (1) the 
attitude of the churches towards the Pentecostal Move- 
ment, and (2) personal leading and local circumstances. - 

(c) Baptism of Believers. We confess the biblical 
Baptism of believers according to Acts 2:38 and Rom. 
6:3-11. 

“Conscious of the divine Comnission which is given 
to us for the Church of Jesus as well as for the World, 
and in view of the near return of our Lord, we exhort 
in the Name of our Jesus all our Churches to continue 
in the way of unity, and we ask the Lord to grant upon 
this His full blessing.” 


GREAT BRITAIN 


The leading brethren of the Movements in Britain 
felt very keenly the urging of the Holy Spirit for a 
closer fellowship of pentecostals. Some years ago at- 
tempts had been made to bring about this greatly de- 
sired unity but nothing of a permanent nature had been 
settled. Thus the brethren gathered once again in Oc- 
tober. 1948 for a constitutional conference where the 
following was accepted. 
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THE BRITISH PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP 
Constitutional Minutes 


1. That a fellowship shall be constituted called, “The 
British Pentecostal Fellowship”. 

2. That the purpose of the Fellowship shall be to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and fur- 
ther the proclamation of the whole counsel of God by 
co-operative effort. 

3. That membership shall be opened at the discre- 
tion of the General Meeting of the Fellowship to groups 
of Churches in, and Missisionary Societies operating from, 
the British Isles, who accept the basic principles of the 
Fellowship outlined in these Minutes and believe: 

I. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God. 

II. That there is one God, eternally existent in 
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

III. In the virgin birth, sinless life, atoning 
death, triumphant resurrection, ascension, and abid- 
ing intercession of our Lord Jesus Christ, His second 
coming, and millenial reign on the earth. 

IV. That all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God, and that salvation is through faith in 
the vicarious sacrifice of Christ. 

V. In the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the 
evidence of speaking in tongues, in the gifts of the 
Spirit, and in the ministry of Divine Healing. 

VI. In the ministry-gifts as set in the Church by 
the ascended Christ and in the ordinances for believ- 
ers of baptism by immersion and the Lord’s supper. 

VII. In the eternal blessedness of the believer 
and the eternal punishment of the unbeliever. 

4. That continuance in the Fellowship shall be with- 
in the discretion of the General Meeting and subject to 


adherence to these Minutes. 

5. That a basic principle of the Fellowship shall be 
that it leaves inviolate the existing forms of Church Gov- 
ernment adopted by its members, and possesses no legis- 
lative authority over them, and that every freedom and 
privilege enjoyed by any church or group of churches 
shall remain their undisturbed possession. 

6. That a General Meeting of the Fellowship shall 
be held at least once a year to further its purposes. Each 


group that is a member of the Fellowship shall be re- 
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presented by two delegates for 100 churches or less and 
an additional delegate for every additional 100 or part of 
100 churches, and each Missionary Society by one dele- 
gate. Each General Meeting shall elect its own Chair- 
man for the meeting only. 

7. That a Standing Committee be constituted con- 
sisting for the present of a representative from and ap- 
pointed by each of the following bodies: Assemblies of 
God, Elim Foursquare Gospel Alliance, Apostlic Church, 
and Full Gospel Testimony. The functions of the stand- 
ing Committee shall be to promote the objects of the 
Fellowship, to carry out the decisions of the General 
Meeting, and to transact the business of the fellowship 
between General Meeting. 

8. That at least three weeks’ notice be given of 
every meeting of the Standing Committee, but a meeting 
may be held at any time without notice provided every 
member is present. At least two months’ notice shall be 
given of every General Meeting. Notice shall be given 
of every General Meeting. 

Notice to members shall be issued by sending to their 
secretaries. 

9. That in order to foster unity, no member will 
speak slightingly of or make any attack on any other 
member, 

10. That interchange of ministry between the vari- 
ous groups be encouraged on the understanding that min- 
isterial courtesy is observed. 

11. That no assembly, minister, or member of any 
group be taken over by another group until contact has 
been made with those having the oversight of the assem- 
bly, minister, or member concerned. 

12. That the expense of the Fellowship shall be met 
by gifts from its members. 

13. That no change shall be made in these Minutes 
except at a General Meeting and by the vote of at least 
two thirds of the delegates present. 


THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


For a number of years the leaders of Pentecostal 
Movements had enjoyed a measure of fellowship with 
one another in so far as they co-operated with each 
other as members of the National Association of Evange- 
licals. After the World Pentecostal Conference in Zurich 
in 1947, these brethren also invited others to some ex- 
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ploratory meetings to consider the possibility of establish- 
ing a permanent pentecostal fellowship in North Ameri- 
ca. Finally in October 1948 a Constitutional Conference 
was called in Des Moines, Iowa. At that Conference the 
following was adopted for guidance of the Fellowship. 


THE PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP 
OF NORTH AMERICA 


Preamble 


To give expression to the inherent principles of 
spiritual unity and fellowship of Pentecostal believers, 
leaving inviolate the existing forms of church govern- 
ments adopted by its members: and recognizing that 
every freedom and privilege enjoyed by any church or 
group of churches shall remain their undisturbed pos- 
session. This association agrees to be governed by the 
following constitution and by-laws. 

1. Name 

The name of this Association shall be “THE PENTE- 

COSTAL FELLOWSHIP OF NORTH AMERICA.” 
2. Objectives 

1. To provide a vehicle of expression and coordina- 
tion of effort in matters common to all member bodies, 
including missionary and evangelistic effort throughout 
the world. 

2. To demonstrate to the world the essential unity 
of Spirit-baptized believers, fulfilling the prayer of the 
Lord Jesus “that they all may be one,” Jno. 17:21. 

3. To provide services to its constituents which will 
enable them to accomplish more quickly and efficiently 
their responsibility for the speedy evangelization of the 
world. 

4. To encourage the principles of comity for the 
nurture of the body of Christ, endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit until we all come to the unity of the 
faith. 

3. Statement of Faith 

1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only 
infallible authoritative Word of God. 

2. We believe that there is one God, eternally exist- 
ant in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

3. We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in 
His vicarious and atoning sacrifice through His shed 


ati ti 


blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the 
right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in 
power and glory. 

4. We believe that for the salvation of lost and sin- 
ful men regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. 

5. We believe that the full gospel includes holiness 
of heart and life, healing for the body and the baptism 
in the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking 
in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. 

6. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy 
Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a Godly life. 

7. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved 
and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of 
life and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion. 

8. We believe in spiritual unity of believers in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. Membership 

Membership shall be eligible to those Pentecostal 
Evangelical Institutions, Churches and Groups of 
Churches which shall subscribe to the Statement of Faith 
of the Fellowship and which agree to be governed by the 
principles, purposes and objectives of the fellowship as 
set forth in the Constitution and By-laws. Applicants for 
membership shall be approved by a two-thirds vote of 
the Board of Administration. 

5. Officers 

1. The executive Officers of the Association shall 
consist of chairman, two vice-chairman, secretary and 
treasurer, which officers shall constitute the Executive 
Committee. They shall be ex-officio members of the 
Board of Administration. 

2. The Board of Administration shall consist of not 
more than twenty members exclusive of the members of 
the Executive Committee. 

6. Meeting 

There shall be an annual meeting of the Fellowship 
for the election of officers and the transaction of such 
business as is necessary, the time and place of such 
meeting to be determined by the Board of Administra- 
tion. 

7. Finance 


The work of the fellowship shall be financed by the 
asp 


voluntary contributions of the constituent members. 
8. Amendments 
Amendments to the Constitution may be made at the 
annual meeting of the Fellowingship by two-third vote, 
provided the proposed amendment has been submitted 
to the members of the Board of administration not less 
than sixty days prior to the time of meeting. 

This convention in Des Moines was so successful and 
so blessed of God that it was decided to hold the second 
convention in Oklahoma City during October 1949. The 
laiter convention was even more glorious than the first 
and it was then decided to have a third national conven- 
tion in Memphis, Tennessee from 3 to 5 October 1950. 

The first meeting of the Board of Administration of 
the Pentecostal Fellowship of North America was held in 
Chicago in 18 and 19 of 1949. At this meeting applications 
For membership were received and acted upon, at the 
present time a total of ten groups with total member- 
ship of 543,755 have been accepted into fellowship, in- 
cluding the major Pentecostal organizations of Canada 
and the United States. 

After the Oklahoma City Convention in 1949 the 
Fellowship Secretary published the following statement 
in connection with the development of the North Ameri- 
can Fellowship by means of annual conventions: 

The purpose of the Movement 

There was no thought on the part of any who parti- 
cipated in these meetings that a super-church should be 
organized for the Pentecostal Movement. The necessity 
of recognizing difference of church government, customs, 
practice and doctrine was evident to all. But it was re- 
cognized also that, in view of the common experience of 
the new birth and the baptism in the Holy Spirit, there 
is a basic unity of spirit and there should be greater fel- 
lowship and cooperation in the ranks of Pentecostal peo- 
ple. That fellowship must of necessity start at the top, 
and when it is manifest that the leaders of the larger 
Pentecostal bodies can come together for spiritual fellow- 
ship and understanding, the spirit of fellowship should 
filter down through the ranks until it touches localities 
where the members of the different organizations are 
laboring in more or less close proximity. 

Experience has taught already that in the local com- 


munities where the Pentecostal people can and will unite 


in a common bond for a common purpose, they have an 
influence for the cause of Christ all out of proportion to 
what any individual church can do by itself. It is sug- 
gested, therefore, that the possibilities for local coopera- 
tion and fellowship be explored and developed. Under 
no circumstances does the P.F.N.A. advocate the break- 
ing down or the disintergration of any organization, group 
or affiliation, but it does recommend that wherever pos- 
sible local groups of the member bodies seek to arrive 
at a better understanding and respect for each other and 
that they labor for the promotion of the Kingdom of God 
on a basis of true Christian fellowship and understanding. 


SECOND WORLD CONFERENCE HELD IN PARIS 
DURING MAY 1949 


Now we return to the Second World Pentecostal Con- 
ference. Many more movements and countries sent re- 
presentatives to this conference than to the first one in 
Zurich in 1947. The World Fellowship was now accepted 
as established, but there was still the very important 
question as to how it should function. All were prepared 
to recognize that God Himself was the author of spiritual 
fellowship, since He has baptised some from all peoples 
of the world in the Holy Spirit, but there still remain the 
issue as to whether it could function effectively without 
any organization beyond the local churches or national 
movements and fellowships. Finally an irreducible mini- 
mum of organization was agreed to by all. This is contain- 
ed in the following: 


DECLARATION 


“In view of the gravity of the hour and in acknow- 
ledgment of the activity of the Spirit of God in drawing 
together His people in a closer bond of fellowship and 
spiritual unity, this Conference resolves: 

1. That there shall be issued a Manifesto embodying 
a call to prayer and to a fresh dedication and the re-af- 
firmation of:— 

(a) Our wholehearted loyalty to Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour. 

(b) Our full acceptance of the Scriptures as our 
sole and final authority an all matters of faith and 
practice. 

(c) Our obedience to the great commission 
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given to us to preach the gospel to every creature. 

2. That: 

(a) Our spiritual fellowship be maintained and 
deepened by World Pentecostal Conferences, 

(b) At each conference a presidium be selected 
by each conference. 

3. That a secretary be selected by each conference 
to serve the interests of the fellowship during and be- 
tween conferences. 

4 That: 

(a) A committee of five representative brethren 
be selected by each conference to advise and assist 
the secretary until the next conference. 

(b) Any vacancy in this committee or in the of- 
fice of the secretary be filled by the committee. 

5. That this World Pentecostal Conference re-affirm 
its recognition of the inherent principles of spiritual unity 
and fellowship of Pentecostal believers, leaving inviolate 
the varied forms of church government, and recognizing 
that every freedom and privilege enjoyed by any church 
or group of churches shall remain their undisturbed pos- 
session. 

6. That in keeping with this declaration the confer- 
ence adopts as its common purpose and objective, the fol- 
lowing:— 

(a) To encourage fellowship and facilitate co- 
ordination of effort among Pentecostal believers 
throughout the world. 

(b) To demonstrate to the world the essential 
unity of Spirit-baptised believers, fulfilling the pray-~ 
er of the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘that they all may be 
one.’ (John 17:21). 

(c) To cooperate in an endeavour to respond to 
the unchanging commission of the Lord Jesus, to 
carry His message to all men of all nations. 

(d) To promote courtesy and mutual under- 
standing, ‘endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace’, ‘until we all come in the 
unity of the faith’. (Eph. 4:3, 13) 

(e) To afford prayerful and practical assistance 
to any Pentecostal body in need of such. 

(f) To promote and maintain the Scriptural 
purity of the fellowship by Bible study and prayer. 

(g) To uphold and maintain those Pentecostal 
truths ’most surely believed among us’ (Luke 1:1). 
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7. That the secretary together with the Advisory 
Committee make the necessary arrangements for confer- 
ences to be held EVERY THREE YEARS, if the Lord will. 

8. That: 

(a) The basis upon which each conference shall 
be called shall be this manifesto and declaration. 

(b) Participation in discussions sha 1 be confined 
to official representatives who subscribe to this mani- 
testo and declaration. 

(c) Voting, where necessary, shall be on a pro- 
portional basis of one representative for every fifty 
churches, or part thereof. 

9. That the expenses of this fellowship and its con- 
ferences shall be covered by voluntary con ributions. 

10. That the publication of the magazine, ‘“PENTE- 
COST” be continued and that the editor be selected by 
each conference. 

There were 156 delegates and 320 observers from 30 
different countries present at this conference. These dele- 
gates in turn represented not only their own movements, 
but also their mission work in 60 more countries of the 
world. It was indeed a WORLD CONFERENCE. 


-THE THIRD WORLD CONFERENCE, 1952 D.V. 
JUNE 27 — JULY 6 


Shortly after the Paris Conference an official invita- 
tion came from the British Fellowship to hold the THIRD 
WORLD CONFERENCE in London. Since there were 
no further official invitations it was agreed by the Com- 
mittee to accept this offer of our British brethren. Ar- 
rangements are now being make to call the Conference 
together from June 27 to July 6, 1952 D.V. Further de- 
tails will be published in due time. 

Upon the basis of the above Declaration we now in- 
vite Pentecostal Churches and movements to send re- 
presentatives to the Conference in London, England. Time 
passes quickly, so do not delay, but write immediately 
and let us know that you are interested. 


A FINAL WORD OF EXPLANATION: 


The foregoing are the facts in the short history of the 
World Fellowship. You may choose to differ with some 
of the actions and the resolutions of the various con- 
ferences, but you cannot fail to see that each in a special 
way tries to reach the goal of UNITY AND FELLOW- 
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SHIP IN THE SPIRIT. The following article has been 
widely published and endorsed by thousands. This gives 
broadly the SPIRIT AND CHARACTER of the World 
Fellowship. 


ARE WE RECOGNIZING OR ORGANIZING? 


What is this World Pentecostal Fellowship? This 
question has been frequently asked since the first World 
Conference 1947, in Zurich, Switzerland. Many different 
definitions have been given to it since the second World 
Conference 1949, in Paris, France. This article is an at- 
tempt to give a positive and clear statement to entlighten 
all honest enquirers. 

We use the term “world” because there are very few 
countries, if any, where some of the nationals have not 
experienced the glorious Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The 
mighty baptizer is the Lord Jesus Christ and so the hon- 
our for the unprecedented spread of this christian revival 
to all countries of the world cannot be claimed by any 
man or movement. The spiritual power continues to come 
from heaven, where the head of the church is seated at 
the right hand of God. Therefore the word “world” only 
defines the extent of the revival. Jesus prayed: How I 
am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and 
I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou has given me, THAT THEY MAY 
BE ONE AS WE ARE. John 17:11. 

Then we use the term “pentecostal”’ because it was 
on the DAY OF PENTECOST that the Holy Spirit first 
descended upon the waiting believers with the evidence 
of speaking in other tongues, and it has become custom; 
ary in the whole world to call everyone who has had a 
similar experience as on the day of Pentecost in Acts 
2:4, “a pentecostal believer’. It is well known that during 
the last fifty years almost all those who have received 
the Baptism in the Holy Ghost received “with the evi- 
dence of speaking in tongues’. The consequence has been 
the formation of “groups”, “assemblies”, “churches” and 
even large movements, of christian believers of like pre- 
cious faith. There was no desire to organize another ‘“de- 
nomination” and the whole glorious revival spread every- 
where as a mighty movement of the Holy Spirit. It is the 
work of God. The peculiarities have been the same in every 
country and among every nation. Its very foundation is 
based upon the Word of God. Since the distinctive char- 
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acter of this world-wide movement is a spiritual exper- 
ience, and not a peculiar doctrine, our fellowship must of 
necessity be spiritual. 

Finally, we have used the word “fellowship”, (which 
means “an association of persons with common inter- 
ests”), in preference to many other terms, because we 
find this word is frequently used in the English transla- 
tion of the Bible. It is a Biblical term with a spiritual em- 
phasis. “For by ONE SPIRIT we are ALL. baptized into 
ONE BODY, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be BOND or FREE, and have ALL been made to drink 
of ONE SPIRIT.” I. Cor. 12:13. “So we being many are 
ONE BODY IN CHRIST and EVERY ONE members of 
one another.” Rom. 12:5. St. John endeavors to give the 
church the true principles of fellowship. He writes: “That 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that 
ye also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fel- 
lowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not tell the truth: But if we walk 
in the light as HE is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin’. I John 1:3, 6, 7. 

Two things become very clear from the foregoing. In 
the first place we realize that this “spiritual fellowship” 
is the creation of God through the Holy Spirit and not the 
work of man. Secondly, this “spiritual fellowship” is far 
above creed,.race, sex, or social status. “For ye are ALL 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus; there is 
neither JEW nor GREEK (race), BOND nor FREE (per- 
sonal status); There is neither MALE or FEMALE (sex) 
for ye are ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS. Gal. 3:26. 

Now, let us look more closely into the matter of this 
“fellowship” as the creation of God. Paul writes: “God is 
faithful by whom YE WERE CALLED unto the FEL- 
LOWSHIP of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” I Cor. 
1:9. “I therefore . . . beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called with all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; endeavouring to keep the UNITY OF THE 
SPIRIT in the bond of peace. There is ONE BODY and 
ONE SPIRIT even as ye were called in one hope of your 
calling.” Eph. 5:1-4. This fellowship is from God and it 
centers around the Lord Jesus Christ, the baptizer in the 
Holy Ghost. Everyone who is saved and baptised in the 
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Spirit is in this fellowship. You cannot escape it. 

Since the “fellowship” is an accomplished fact to 
the child of God, it is impossible for man to “organize” 
it. All that remains for every believer to do is to “‘recog- 
nize” it. How do we do this? Let us turn to the Word. 
“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty, only 
use not the liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but BY 
LOVE SERVE ONE ANOTHER. For all the law is fulfill- 
ed in one word even this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. BUT if ye bite and devour one another, take 
heed and that ye be not consumed of one another. This 
JT say then, WALK IN THE SPIRIT and ye shall not ful 
fill the lust of the flesh.” Gal. 5:13-16. Recognition comes 
when we “SERVE ONE ANOTHER”, and this is only 
possible when we ‘“‘WALK IN THE SPIRIT”. 

“Serve one another’, “walk in the Spirit’. This 
speaks of action. This “‘spiritual fellowship” then calls for 
action. Only in action can we prove our recognition of 
this “divine blessing”. What shall we do? Just what we 
are doing now. Families come together in fellowship in 
the local church to “serve” one another. Then the 
“churches” desire to serve one another and so they come 
together in “district”? conferences. Then we discover there 
are “members of the body” across the seas, and they 
have similar “conferences” to serve one another. Praise 
God! Let us have “international conferences”. But the 
blessing of the Lord has reached all countries of the 
world. There remains only one more thing to do. Let us 
have “world conferences to serve one another in the body 
of saints throughout the world. 

Please take careful note. We do not need “meetings”, 
“services”, “conventions”, “councils”, or “conferences” to 
create FELLOWSHIPS or a “world Fellowship”. No, a 
thousand times NO. The “spiritual fellowship” IS there 
because God has created it. We are so very active in doing 
so many things because we want to RECOGNIZE what 
God has done, and we want to do it by effectively serv- 
ing one another, locally, nationally, and internationally. 
We are not organizing the fellowship but we are organiz- 
ing along Scriptural lines “services” for the fellowship 
in order to prove to the world that we truly recognize the 
great work that God has done in this age. 

Let us turn to the second point. This “spiritual fel- 
lowship” is far above social status, sex, race, or creed. 
Frequently we hear that there are barriers that make 
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‘world fellowship” impossible. We also hear that the di- 
versities of system of church government is making 
spiritual unity impossible. If we truly “walk in the Spirit” 
there will be no barriers. We have never abolished the 
social laws to have to prove that in Christ there is “neith- 
er male nor female”, and yet we enjoy perfect fellowship 
in the Spirit. Is it necessary to have to change natural 
things in order to maintain the “spiritual fellowship’? 
No! We need only to “put off the old man with his deeds; 
and—put on the new man, which is renewed in know- 
ledge, after the image of him that created him: where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew (race), circumcision nor 
uncircumcision (creed), Barbarian, Scythian (colour), 
bond nor free (social status), BUT CHRIST IS ALL and 
in all. (The very center of this fellowship is Christ). 
Put on therefore as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowls of mercies, kindness, humbleness, meekness, long- 
suffering, forbearing one another ... and above all these 
things put on charity (love) which is the bond of per- 
fectness; and let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to the which also ye are called in ONE BODY, and be ye 
thankful.” Col. 3:9-13. 

There is one more hindrance that we often hear about 
in seeking spiritual fellowship. Certain “leaders” are op- 
posed to fellowship with their brethren who differ from 
them, sometimes in very insignificant details. Such breth- 
ren seek to hold their followers from enjoying fellowship 
with others. The same trouble existed in the church at 
Corinth and so Paul writes, “And I, brethren, could not 
speak unto you as unto SPIRITUAL BUT AS UNTO 
CARNAL (natural) even as unto babes in Christ. For 
while one siath, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apol- 
los, are ye not carnal?” I Cor. 3:14. We may be attached 
to our “spiritual fathers” in the Lord, and we do praise 
God for great leaders that He has raised up among us, 
but this fellowship is much more sacred than our personal 
relationships to one another. “Therefore let NO MAN 
GLORY IN MAN, for all things are yours and YE ARE 
CHRIST’S AND CHRIST IS GOD’S.” 1 Cor. 3:21, 23. 

Are there any dangers in seeking to recognize this 
spiritual fellowship? Yes. The danger of becoming too 
broadminded and then willing to compromise on very 
vital issues, and, the danger of being too narrowminded 
and judging brethren in non-essentials. The Apostle 
warns, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
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believers; . . . for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore, come out 
from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 
II Cor. 6:6-17. Some brethren have quoted the last verse 
against those with whom they differ and have advised 
believers to forsake the fellowship of those through whom 
they have found the Lord. Such action is to be deplored 
and we can only pray that the Lord will move by His 
Spirit until we all come to the unity of the faith where 
we shall not judge but rather love one another. “For the 
Kingdom of God is not in meat and drink, but righteous- 
ness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in 
these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God and ap- 
proved of men. Let us therefore follow after these things 
which make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another.” Rom. 14:17-19. 

“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassiogn 
of one another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, 
not rendering evil for evil; but contrariwise blessing; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called that ye should in- 
herit a blessing. I. Pet. 3:8, 9. 


AN URGENT APPEAL 


From time to time the World Conference Secretary 
receives requests for information above Movements, 
Churches, Missionaries and Pastors. It will be helpful 
and advantageous to all concerned if we could have the 
following for record purposes: 

STATISTICS: 

Total Membership. 
Number of Ministers Number of Missionaries. 
Number of Churches. 

CONSTITION: 

Latest Conference Minutes. By-laws. Satement 
of Faith. 

Complete address-list of Churches, Ministers and 
Missionaries. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

A regular copy of the official Magazine. 

A regular copy of the Youth Magazine 

A regular copy of the all Sunday School Papers 

A regular copy of the Bible School Magazine. 


One copy of every book published. 

In return for the above we shall endeavour to let 
you have all the general information about the entecostal 
Revival as soon as it reaches our office. We still have a 
few copies of the Minutes of the Paris Conference for $1. 
You may also send your DOLLAR Subscription for 
“PENTECOST” to the Secretary, World Pentecostal Fel- 
lowship. Box 342, Glenbrook Station, Stamford, Conn., 
U.S. A. 


PLACE US ON YOUR MAILING LIST NOW 


NOTE: A copy of the Minutes of the Paris Conference 
can be obtained from the Secretary (above ad- 
dress) for $1.00. Only a few left. 
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